
Dersingham Village Voice

Dersing ham is
Provided with a

Heavy Police
Presence as the

Village Post Office
becomes Involved
in a Terrorist Scare

PO!'>I Otfkc RO-ad was. du~J hy the
Police on Monday mornin g. IJ
Septem ber. li ltlo win);! the disw n.' f)'
(If a suspect Jlild.'lgl' in thc Snr1ing
(Hlk ... allhe I'\~l Office . A.. can be
seen from rhc phU10I;!rJ.phs taken
by our resident cameraman. Tonv
Bubh . a large number of Pulll:c
O tflccrs und vehicle.... were in
attendance. and the area
immediately surrounding the
building was cordoneJ o il" 111 order l:.!::!l" ,s:,:...._.......::..IIIli;;::::~i!i:
to prevent public ;ICCCSS,

Furt her dcrail-, rl.'g:lfdi llg tills IIIc idcut ,

includ ing an i l l l\'", ic\\ \\ Ilh lru-cr
l. inJ....I ~ . th..: " ....t lllil ....cr. \,' ;111 be fi,und
UII the lII, iJI.' ,,;,,""'1 ,.1'1111" llMt! ;l /lIll.' ,
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Suspect Package Causes Disru ption to Dersingham Post Office
Local n.-.; idcnls heading for \Hlrl 011 abouI

lUll am on \ lunW )' 13 So:'pt,,·m b..:r were a....are of
btuc lights l1a, hing and slrrns blaring as a large
numb..'1' of vehicles passed by heading for an
ino;Mknl al Dersmgham 's Ptt-.l Offiee-cum
Sonins OlTlce.

On speaking later to Fra-er Lind....y. lhe Sub
Pc....tma-rer. il appears lhal he \loas~ a...arc of
a problem in lhe St>rtlng OITI("<' 011 ahoul IUO am
.......'11 <Oary. ....nc of Ibe• p l'\tmcn. rcp.lr1..-d 11 10
him. The cause Qf alarm ...", the dl !lCo\ cry of"
p t-.lal raclage.....rigi n.a linS fnlOl Iraq . from ....hich
...01' lriclling a fine ...hue po...dcr. Gary ..dvised

11.I'oCr rh..1 ..n ,\ r..•a \ ta nagcr. ....n a \ i,i l from the Ruyal \tail o ffice at King's Lynn. had ca lled
th.... ,,·m..·rg.·IK) ....'f\ in..... AI li r' l f: r.......,. had 'U~Ie-d a ·....ind -up · 001 r<'a li'\.C'd fro m lhe
"·"I"r,,·....tun on (':11) \ fa..·c lh:11 il ", a, true. 11 "'a, ar this time lhal a fire rnginc had arrived 10
th..• front of th .... 1'1" 1omce. Police Ihc·n arrive-d antl l.Juidd y sealc-d o lT Ihe area and
lfu:lr.lI11 lllc,1 ten (It.'1 'l''k wh.... had bee n in close con tact "'i lh Ih...Su rting Otfice arthe nme . 1'0' 1
Offlcc RU;1I1 \\'01 ' closed fo r a while. and. OIl " ,15 am Ihc• Posl O tlic e ilset f"' as uhlig...d I.... close
tor Ic•..r Ill' conta emn..linn fWI11 ,,·mr 1uy ........ In CUSIUlllCrs.

I'r;\....·r hlld mc lhal at one poin t a grour IIf '(It."l.:ialisb amv ed in pt ot..-..:Uve d Olhing.
" I,>t ,l ing r r,,·p arc-d for ' chemic al '" arfJr...·. ... ilh allthe appca ranc ...of Il arth Vad..'1' from Star
Wars. •md, du..• totheir breathing OIrraralus. act ually ""Imd mg lile hun!" From then (In II!<
slalT wcr...ccnunually asked aholUl Ih...ir hc-..hh and wel fare in utd..'1' I,) ensurc tha l thcy had nOI
becn p ,isonl.,J by rhc -sub- aancc", ,\ .. Ihc• day rrog~se-d it became dear lhallhe pack age had
been ~nl hy a member of Ill...- amk.,J forn"" lien 'ing in Ihsril 10 ha parents Ii..ing in the area.
and Ihal it contained nOlhing ""lft." J.ang..'1'ous lhan \ 1'1')' lint: '" hil... loand.and access 10 Pt....1
O ITicc Road ...a, rcIUm..-d 1\1 nt",ma l OI l aholUl 3..10 J"TI-

The ) lo llh lu ll on the hu'lr'II,....' OI l lho...- Pt...1O llic...anoJ ils alhl-d r'II,...... S ag('fl\lo' a, I'It.l
cu'l...rn "'1'1' (It.'TlIlilt..-d t," loII!< prl'1lli'>C" during II!< da)_ and P,lIKC a,hiscd lhe PtJSl:ma,I ..,.
nUl !IO re-t'flt.'1I unlil Ill...- f"n"...mg """,mnl!. \lany J"t."tlf'I...... ht, 1'It.>rmally ('ulkct Ill...-ir
ne'" ' J'ol(lt...,... fai""..! ' u g.."l Ih.,.-m_allhtlUgh rar'C'O' fl'f ht'ITIC deliwry had alr<'atIy~ oul by lhe
lim......flh..• .....arc_:'I'uc unly J id In..- hu..;tk. , nul rl"'Cei ..c an)' incume. OOllhe ouIguing~

,,·unuOIK.-d. n\;lling il a lural dl-.a,I ..,.; a, I'r '1' pul ll ~r .. c had h..-Ucr \lllOda)'S!M
Il l' ccrtain l!ut 0111 ..·r..'lJil i, JIIt'- Iu lho..· nk-rg.'OC)· ....'f\'ices "'ht...... m.p>nst: ...as immt:'l1ialc

.100 ...."cn,i\ .... I ll...- ....'f\i..·..... in\oIH-d inc lUtk-d the Policc. a urnl from Ea'l Anglian
Amh ul;mc...SI.'n ;cc ·, CUllIllmm ly rar.IlII1,.'1licl'. firc lighl..'T1i fw m SanoJnng!urn allllly'nn. alllla
..: h....mi..·:lI in..:i.knt uni l fr"m Srnm'IIIII .

K....p,rt, "Cl.... I;ll r III he ....-en un y urh lm .... Anglia allll HHe Iclc\'il'iun . and \Oer<' 10 be
1i.......llm ..:11 1Il Ihe I'a ' t m D;lil,.· I' r and rq....'rt ...,j ;n Ih... l ynn N..·w'il. Fraser antl lhe (llhcr
(It.·''rlc im ulH·.1 in Ihe ind d...nl lh n h,,1! III unlk~u a ·d.... hricli ng · sess ion .... ilh senior
Ik·r\\ ' lIn.·1 fwm Ih..· 1'" licc ;lIld ...Ih,,·r , ....r\ iccs .

,\ 1'It " t.tl ' Iril ..• in 1'....1..·rhom'ugh h",l alr..."dy cau sed a b:lcllog of mail 10 arrive lal OIl Ihc
1'" , 1 O llic ......IIHI this . all i....d 10 Ihl' in;,hilily' III n,,' ..c ma il during lhe incidcnl. incrca .,j Ihe
luml l'l r Ilcll \ cry un the mummg fllll' lwmg ,h... c\ cnl.
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Pari sh Coun cil Report
At the rnccnng of the Parish Council held in Ju ly, chaired by the- Vice-Chainuun.

Counc illor Malcolm Nurse, due- to the resignation of Councillor Gcorgc Prau
(Chairm an). the Vice-Chairman paid tribute to the retiring Chairman. noting his 43
years of service 10 the Council and wishing him well for the future.

The- first item (1Il the agenda was that of elec ting a new Chairman and of the
three people nominated. Councillor Malcolm Nurse rc-ceived the greatest num ber of
votes and was duly elected. formally tak ing the chair immediately. Councillor Robcn
Tipling was then elected to replace Councillor Nurse as Vice-Chairman .

Mr G Mole. Head of Environmental Waste. Norfolk County Counc il; addressed
the meeting 10 answer some of the co ncerns whic h had been raised about the
Hcacham Waste Disposal Are-a. He- realised that there were co ncerns abou t the
service at Ihc site and of items bein g rejected . but said that only normal household
waste of the- type put into wheelie bins and recycling boxes was acceptable . Othcr
items such as fencing. rubble . bricks. fitted furniture. etc. should nor be brought to
rhis facilit y. but should be norifc-d III the Council who would arrange remova l for a
fee. or. alte rnatively the owner should arrange for skip hire.

The Clerk read out a letter from BCKLWN that contained a liSl of roads. which.
subjec t to Parish Council approval, were 10 he made the subject of a trial of a new
method of collection of recycle-d items using green bins of similar size to the exis ting
240 litre black rubbish hins. The Council voted in favour of the trial. which is
anticipated to commence in October. and which will affect most ofthe properties 011

the Post Office side of Lynn Road and llunstanton Road.
Thc Membe rs resolved 10 invite Mr J Hornigold to ti ll a casual Council vacancy,
County Councillor Jarnce Eclls made a verbal report and co ncluded it with a

tribute to Gcorgc Pratt and thanked him fur his help over the yca n-. She then
co ngratulated the new Chairman and looked forwa rd to working with him.

The P(T Churchyard Committee asked that their grant from the Parish Cou ncil
be increased to £3.000 to cover costs . The Members were unhappy abou t this r...-quest
fur such a large increase and referred the matter back to the FGP& A Comrniuce for
their considerat ion and a repo rt back h) Full Cou ncil.

An cr the Chairman had closed the meeting and ope ned it for lJuc.~tiuns and
co mments from the public. a member of the public askc-d it to be placed on record
that this .....as the end of an era and that he wished to thank Mr Gcorgc Pran fur his
lIlan y yean- (If service 10 the village. tIC' also expressed his thanks to Kirn Dunford.
the Parish Clerk. and wished her all the best for the future. They both deserved
recognition for their work.

Mr Gcorgc Prutt addresse-d the- Cou ncil and members of public thanking them for
their kind wishes. paying trib ute IH present and pasl Counc illors saying that he had
served with the best Counc illors to be found anywhe re.

A meeting was held on Monday 23 August in orde-r 10 dea l wit h planning
ap ptlc.uions. UT
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Dersingham Parish Council's New Chairman
Councillor Malcolm Nurse (in his own words)

I was born in Sncttisharn in October 1933 and moved 10 Dcrs ingham in 193/t I was
ed ucated firstly at Dcrsin ghum Primary Schoo l, and then. having passed the scholarship hut

fuiling the interview, I went 10 Geywood Park Boys Modem
Secondary Schoo l. It was a wonderful school and I spem
lo ur very happy years there.

On leavin g schoo l I got a job as a Shop Assistant with
Bob Riches in a wet and fried fish shop which was opposi1e
the Coach and Horses Pub. We then moved on 10 Hcacham
and opened a shop there.

In 1 9~2 I was called up for my National Service and
joined thc RAF. I did 11 weeks square-bashing at Bridgcnorth
in Shrops hire. and the rt.-st (If my time I was at north
Pickcnham, j ust Ih.: eth er side (If Sweffh am . so if there was
an}'lhing go ing on in the village I would cycle hom e and go
back ~'arl y ne:<l t morni ng.

On lea\'ing the R,,\ F I appli ed to jo in the Post Office but
there were no jobs at that lime . I was pul on the wai1;ng lisl.

.._ ~ I got a job ar lhl.' F!a:<l factory Oil West Newton. It was there
thatl met my .... ife. ,\ \ is, hut e did n' l go out togcibcr until I joined the 1'0101 tufice in 19~t. .

we married at l tun sunuon in March 1 9~7 . We have a daugbtcr, a sun . •lOd.J grandch ildre n.
I jomcd lh\' Parish L'ouncil in June 1'IM and have been a member ever since. il was a

very proud moment for me when I was elected Chairman in July this year, I know it will be
dillieult to foll ow Gcorgc. who has be....n a great stalwart in the \'illage since 196 1.

I have been a mem ber o f Dcrsingham Royal British Legjon for over ~o years. a lso Norfolk
Nu I Group Royal Bnri sh Legion for the same period. I have been a member o f Martin
Ffolkcs ~1a."' lI\ i e Lodge since I9112. I have also been a School Governor o f Dcrsingham Firsr
School. I have heren a member of th.: Sports Field Management Committee and the Scout and
( iuide Cunnuincc.

~ ly lir~tl"riuri lY as Council Chairman is 1011)' and get more fa cilities for the l -t to III year
old-, of the \ il1 ;lge. If I can hell' ) UU in an)' way Y(IUca n leave a message al the Council
t ufi cc or callrnc on ~ .JnIlJJ .

Editor's Notes
Bctt lre I w rile anything cl....•. I would. as Vice -Chairman of the I'arish C(llmci l and Editor

of this magazine, like to welcome Malcolm Nurse to his new poxuion as Chaimlan o f rhe
I' :u ish ('1'ul1(i l "ml .... ish him well in his time in office.

I find it very encouru ging to fi nd lh;ll. due to the high number of comribenons received , I
11<I I e hilll hI remll\ e MIme ofmy IIWn entries , and have also found that l have had 1(1 hmi l
mys..-l f tu this sma ll urea uf the mugazinc . I would like 10 thank all o f the current corun butors,
and lllso thus<: who have promised me material for the future . Keep it coming, for CH 'n if I
don't publish il muucdiarcty, if it is acceptable it will he held for a future issue. May I a lso
lake lhe 01'1"" 'rtuni1)- to thank alt orihose reade rs who haw spoken 10 me personally and !laid
hUI\ muc h they enjoy rcccivmg and reading our e ffons. UT
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" Lang may your lum reek !"
Borou gh Ma yor Paul Brandon was welcomed 10 Dcrsinghuru in greal high land

style by a piflCr in full rega lia. be- ,
killed Parish Co unci llor John
Housto n Gilmo ur (the question of
unde rgarm ents rema ins
unre solved} and Alderman and ex
Parish Co uncil Chai rman Ge orgc
Pmt t. together with some 25
vi llagers and counci llors. On this.
his sec ond stop on his 170·mile
charity cycle ride arou nd the
borough. the Mayor was toasted on
his arriva l with trad itional
highland spi rit.

Our reception toget her with a
mini-fete co mbined with fund
raising aro und the vill age means
that Dcrsingham will be swelling the Mayor 's C harity Fund for the Stroke Unit at the
Queen Eliza beth Hospital with aro und £550 .

Fortunately the rain held off for the morn ing of2 1 Augu sl and brigh t sunshine
welcomed Mr Brandon and his ento urage 10 the While House in Hunstunton Road
where the 20 or so cycl ists rested and re freshed themselv es to the skirl of the pipes.
be fore continuing on their way to their next stop OIl Hcuchurn .

Many thanks to Valeric Brund le and John Gilmour Houston fo r the use o f their
premises. lime and work and to all those who look part in the fund ruising and
organising of the vcry enjoyab le event.

TB

RECYCLING WITH DERSINGHAM SCOUTS AND GUIDES
Please note the Dcrsingharu SeOUl & Guid e Groups continue 125 yn. plus ) to

collect newspapers, magazines, junk mail, old telephone d irector ies. car ds. cereal
boxes ere for recyclin g . Bags or bundle s ca n be left in the porch o f their Manor Roud
HQ at any time.

As a chanty they receive money from the Coun ty Co unci l for this valuable
recycling activ ity. The money hcfps wit h the maintenance o f thei r IIQ undcach
SeOUl & Guide grou p receives mo ney for their individu al acnvuics.

PI.EASE SUPPO RT A WORnIW IIIU: CAUSE
Lvnne 1I"1tt't'k r - GIIMer ' '"' Rai llhowJ1oJ Brownies GIlJII/J.\

S("O/l( and Guide Committee (5·N 753J
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~t\an Poucher MA.
Will Consultant

PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING (Leg_' Servlcesl Ltd
63 Station Road, Otmingham, KIng'. Lyon, Norfolk PE31 6PR

Local OffICe: 01485 542888
Mobiles: 07803 924063

07769 71 3153

Head Office:
Crown House. 1 Stafford Place, Weston-super-Mare 8523 2QZ

Telephone: 01934 622012

- A man should never be a..hamed tu own he has been wrong.
which is but saying. in other word.->. tha t he is wiser toda y than

he '43S yesterday"
."''-.lUM I·' PUM (/ 7~ 7J

GUY PLAYFORD'S
SUI' RD IE CARPETS

THE HOME SELECTION SPECIALISTS

FREE' FREE
Underlay. FINing. Door bars. ere. Delivery. Measuring. planning on

on ALL panem book ranges all roll ends and stoclc ranges
QUALITY RUGS VINYLS

Hand Knoned Craned Rugs QUAUTY RHINO FLOOR VSNYlS
Persian. Ind,an and Chinese LAMINATE FLOORING

100% Wool FULLY INSTALLED

SHOWROOM OPEN
MON TO FRill am ·5pm. SAT 10 am - 2 pm

FORESTER'S HALL, MANOR ROAD, DERSINGHAM

For Home Setecnon phone 8 am • 8 pm
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Oersingham Parish Holiday Activities
Our newl y formed l"nllnnilll'e's first \luting

accom pan ied a group of Dcrsiugham children
to Bowlers in Hunstan tou. This W:IS cujovcd
enor mously by the children. parents and
helpe rs. The children wen: extr emely well
behaved and all had a greatt ime. Bowk rs g.I\ C
a generous discount thus helping ro keep costs
down . \Ve would like to thauk The Feathers
Ilutd for the use ofth,..ir car park.

The second activity ofthe holidays was a
Fun Event held at the ~klhodis t Church Hall.

Children and parents braved the inclement
weather to attend . The cake icing proved
popular, these being liberally coated in
colo ured icing and decorated with coloured
sweets etc. Needless 10 S<1Y the children ate a
good few. Our thanks go 10Gillian King who
organised this event. Many children sat
engrossed around the Ans and Cra ft s stall
and under the expert eye of Sa lly Parkinson
prod uced brilliant photo frames . These were
made from pieces of card and decorated to
the children's own design from pictures cut
from com ics and maga zines. It was a juy 10

watch the concentration and enthusiasm on
their faces as they sal around Oraharu
Gllr uour. following his example in making
their own puppets. It's ama7ing what you can
make ou t of screwed up paper, rolls of
maskin g tape and pieces of'nuucrial. Another
stall was dedicated to making fancy hats, and
anything else you fancied from all the coloured paper, st reamers. stickers uudlots
more on this well stocked table. It was noted that qouc a few ildulls were \"'ngrussl'd
making hats rhcrusclvcs. uic ingen uity and creat ivity of thc children is wonderful to
watch and we like to e.' press our thanks 10June Faulkncr fo r runn ing this uctiviry.

Without the generous don ation of [ 100 from Tropi cs of Dcrsingh.un the
committee wou ld have exceeded our budget of [J()(I . Any donations to funds for next
year's eve nts wou ld he gra tefull y apprec iated. fi nally, and nut least. 01 big thank you
to all parent s and helpe rs without whom none ofthese events could have taken place.

R CllII'k
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News in Brief
CIlIl\.: ,.·lIIUlalion\ 10 Silnd d n\.:hilm I\ ,.m~ Cad('lli - We wish III e'pn,,~s our

congnuutnions 10 Corporals Richard Hi, and Karl Humber: lance Corporals Steven
lIarriman and Tony Ma~h; Cadets Karcn Naylor . Andrew !Iomig.l1ld. Tim Davis
and Frans Navarro who haw all ac hieved awards at an Annual Summer Camp at
Pcnhalc in Cornwall. The Offi cer in Command . lieutenant Sicpbcn Oa\ ison.
prew ntcd cert ificate, al the Drill hill! in Dcrsingbam. Their inslrll\."lm. Sergeant
Lorraine Ilan" £--Da\i,,,m. has cxpreocd her pride in lheir joint achievcrm..nt of ten
a" ards for \arious form ofactivit y ind uding li~1 aid and sboonng.

IJt:nin\.:h ilm·\ ,bhl('~ -.:mi l t· Th t' llIl n- Dan ce Sc hool have raised a tota l Of
(\J,(MI which Ihey have shared hl:lw ...-en Sncui sharn's Tapping IIt)USl." Hospice and
the M.lcM illiln umt at the Queen Elizabeth Hos pna l. The mUlll."Y was raised by the
1).\ po:rsull t.·asl (aged from thrcc• Iu Ihin"·I."Il) uf · ~ Iag.il." Momenta' perform...'d al the
I' ml,,'css Theatre in Hunstantun in July. A terrific e ffort for 1" 1l n'ry worthwhile
cause s.

Ih ·... pu c ohjt·(.·lion\ hdnl.: niwd b~- Ut·r\inl.:h am Parhh Counctt ..nd Incal
n ·..itlt·nh . planning. permi ssion was granted on Monday h September. by the
Borough L'ouncil's Dcvelopmcm Cont rol Hoard. tor 1jot units of accommodation 10

be create d ;11 the former (Iamckeepcr 's Lod ge sile in Manor Road .

Dersingham
Players 1955
This pi':lUn: sht' ",s
t ..... me mber, of IhI."

1~"fS i n~twm

PI.l~ "'"fS .... h.. f(lf1lk-d
thl." cast uf the final

pt.))" in an

....\I."n 'n~ ·~

cntcrtammcnt m

I·'~~ .

I 'M.....• in the
rll\ 'h ~r.lph arc•

Ifn>n,ldi to ri~h l l

It 1' I1 .:hL' r;
J S;llI\ain:

R 'oklt.m : A ncu.
I ( ·h;lIl1h.: rs;

I'Wi tts; S HmI
(i IlirJ : ;11,,1J

\ 1c h,,1I
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Yes, I'm a Sen ior Cit izen I
AI/(m - received nver tilt, lntcrnet and (lda'ltt'd "Ii~h/~1'

I' m the life and soul of the party - even if it lash until ~ pm
I'm very good at opening childproof caps - w ith a hammer

I'm usuall y interested in going home - before I get to where I am going
I' m aweke many hours before my body nllow s me 10 get up

I' m smiling all the time because I can't hea r a thing you arc saying.
I' m very gUIKI at Id ling stories - over and over and over and over

I'm aware that ot her people 's grandchildren arc no t nearly as cute a." mine
I' m so cared for - long-ter m ca re. eye ca re, priva te care and dental cure

... ......t'rn not real ly grouc hy .
I just don ' t like traffic. waiting, crowds. lawyers, loud mus ic. unrul y kids.

commercials whe rethe SI\ LE always ends at 5 pm on Sunday. barking d\lgS,
po lilicians ami a few other Ihings I can 't seem to re mem ber right now
I' m sure everything I can' t find is in a safe secure pfucc - somewhere

I' m wrinkled. sagg y. lumpy" and that ' s just my left kg
I' m havi ng trouble remembering simple words like ...
I' m beginning to realise that agei ng is nnt for wimps

I' m sure they arc making adult s much younger thcse da ys. and whcn did they let
kids become policemen '!

I'm wondering, if you' re only as old as you fcd . how could I be alive at ISO'!
And. Imw ca n m)' kids be olde r than I feel somet imes?

1' 01 a wa lking s toreroom of facts .. . . I've just lost the key to the storeroom door
Yes, I' m :1 Senior Citizen and I think [ am hav ing the lime of my life!

News from Dersingham Library

1\ big "thank you' tu all those children who joined the "R eading Rollcrco astcr'
summer game making our total num ber 1 ~6. well over last year's 'IX! The mobile
library also managed to register 63 children. which is brilliant !

Congratulat ions 10 allthose who ruanaged to read their six boo ks over the
summer holidays and receive their Fluorescent pen . meda l and ce rtifica te.

Comin g soon:
October half-term "Spooky Stories" on 2XOc tobe r from 2..lU· 3..l0 pm. Childre n

are invited to dress up a.. sca rily as ptl......ih le!

Food Fortnight
The firsttwo weeks uf November sees a specia l ad ult education promotion across

West Norfol k. and Dcrsinghum Library will he promoting a ll things food y 
including a spec ial lrncmct taster sess ion on Tuesday I) Novembe r where we will
look at everyt hing food related - from specia l diets III your favourite celebrity chef
Numbers for this arc limited so please call the library to hook you r place.
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Personality Profile
DICK MELTON (of Sunny Hunnyl)

When I went to intervi ew Dick Melt on. I wasn 't
aware of wh at 1 had let myself in for. even thou gh I had
been forewarned! I had been lo ld that Dick likes 10 ta lk
and enjoys company, and that I should be prepared 10 be
with him for some time! They were right! What a
c haracter!

Dick is. and has been for many years. a prolific
writer of letters to the press. including the l ynn New s,
the EDP and the Citizen (from wh ich. he informed mc ,
he and another contributor were bann ed after a
discourse lasting a number of wec ks l) I must add that he
has been. and I hope will continue to be, a regular

contributor 10 this magazine. having o ffered his extensive know ledge of Dersingha m
for the be nefit o f o ur readers , many o f whom have confirmed his mem ories. and
ex presse d amaze ment at his recollection o f even ts and names.

When I arri ved at his home in what he calls ' Sunny Hunny ' , I was immediately
struck by the fac t that he is fanat ical abo ut Elvis Preslcy: his living room is almos t a
shrine 10 the ' King' - with p ictures. posters and records adorning every wa ll and
shel f in the room.

Th e foll ow ing fact s emerged in my conversation, or was it an aud ience'! with
him. over a period of abo ut two hours.

Contrary 10 common belief. Dick was not born in Norfo lk. having arrived in the
world on 7 Ju ly 1939 in Portsmo uth. where his father, a regu lar sold ier fo r 25 years
wa s serving King and Country. That was to bc.his home for on ly two months until he
wa s moved to his Grandmother 's home in East Winch where he resided unt il 1946
when his mother rented a bungalow in Derslngham. opposite w agg's Cycle Shop in
l ynn Road . After a year at th is address he was 10 move house again. to a house in
Lynn Road called ' Rcs tu ' . this hav ing been purchased for £750 by his father on
relea se from a Prisoner of War camp, usin g his severance pay to lay down a deposit
of [2S11!

Dick attended Dcrsingham Primary School unti l he was 11, then SI George's
unt il 13. li e wo rked for Parker 's Stores on the corne r o f Menor Road as a delivery
boy on Saturdays, and . ridin g a shop bike with a full basket in front. was 10 be see n
regu larly cycl ing from the shop to the Keeper's COllage situated on a lane io the
right offthe 1\.149 at Car 's Bottom. wh ich is 10 the Dcrsingham side of Babingley
and covered a return journey o f approximately 4 mi les.

li e also work ed fo r Ken Marti ns. a postman. who had a smallhold ing, which is
stil l in existence. [By this point in our conversa tion I had been with Dick for about
three-quarters o f an hou r, havin g arrived at 2. 15 pm, and I was to be taken aback 10
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hear. at full volume, Elvis Presley singing the first chorus of the: song " I' m all shook
up" ! - Would you believe it. It was the clock on the wall informing us that it was
three ' o 'clock? I did say he liked 'the King' didn' t I?}

Our hero did not like school, even though his father was the caretaker there for 25
years. He recalls that the Headmaster had once surprised his Dad by asking why he
(Dick) wasn 't at school. and his father asking how the Head knew. the reply being
that he had just seen him on Ken Martins ' tractor in the field alongside the school.
After leaving school. Dick worked for a year as a shop assistant in the hardware
section of Lambert 's in Snenis ham. then for four years as an employee of Kenny
Milton. the butcher. who opera ted his butcher 's shop and slaughterhouse at the
premises on Manor Road that is now occupied by Lincoln 's!

On 10 March 1960. Dick was to become a National Serviceman. being a member
of the Royal Horse Artillery until 1962. during which time he was a DUlYTruck
Driver and also a Medical Officer's Driver. Imagine his surprise when, after demob,
he was to visit the local doctor to find that it was Or Ford. one of his former officers.
who even in 'civvy street" persisted in calling him 'Gunner' .

On his demob. Dick took a job as a part-time bannan at the Kit Kat Club in
Hunstanton, working there in the evenings and at weekends, whilst also doing
piecework on the land all over the area during the daytim e. fie was 10 work for local
Gangmasters, driving and looking after their workers up to 1966. at which time he
married and became Head Barman of the Kit Kat. a PO SI which he held until 1986
when he was made redundan t due to the sale of the club. Dick and his wife lived next
door to the Kit Kat until the houses were condemned in 1971. when he moved to his
present address in Willow Road.

Following his departu re from the Kit Kat, he joined the staff of the 'Showboat'
amusement arcade where he worked until 2(H)4.

lIis writing career started after a chance conversation with the Hunstanton Sea
Front Manager in 1964. New groynes had been installed on the front. and Dick was
asked. ~What do you think of them?" to which he replied . "Not a lot. 50 of them were
washed away this morning!" - that was to trigger his first letter to the l ynn News!

Dick. now retired. spends a great deal of time reminiscing and researching the
topics for his letters and articles, and says that he spends at least two days a week in
Dersingham where his daughter, Tracey, still lives. and at which times he walks his
dog around the village to see what' s new. Each contribulion received by this
publication records a little more of the history of Dcrsingham - long may his pen
contain ink.

The picture on p8 shows Dick in his youth (holding a guitar). when he was a
member of the Dersingham Players, On this particular occas ion in 1955 their play,
"A Cure for the Doctor", had been the final one of the evening. although I am not
certain of its placing when it was judged.

HT
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Oerslngham Pubs and Clubs In the 50s and 60s
by Did M d /o1lof5111111) ' Hllnn.l'

Before the Second World War there were six pubs in the village of Ders ingham.
but the rai l.....ay hotel. or the Alexandra Hotel as it was better known. closed down in
1931. The build ing. the last big house on the le ft hand side as you get 10 the bypass
in Sta tion Road. is slill there.

The While 1I00v stood where Jubilee Co urt now is. il closed down in May 1913.
the last licensees. Harry and Mabel Ches ter havin g been associated with it since
1933 , Right up to the lime it was closed down it never had a bar; the beer was
brought up slraighl from the cellar!

On the site where Budgcns is now stood the Dun
CO" . which was built in 193Kto replace an o ld pub
on this site. The Dun Cow had a lot o f landl ords
over the years, In the late 60s when Bcrt Crane kepi
it he had one regular cus tomer w ho would take his
six greyhounds in with him and buy them all a
whi sky with a raw egg in it and at Chrislmas lime

... ........__. anolher chap from the village would sit up in the

cornc... and pluck and dress chickens for the customers who brought them in. When
David Buck was the landlord arou nd 1965 he was. I believe, the you ngest pub
landlord in rne trade at the lime .

The Atbe rt \ l ctor is now a priv ate house
and is just off the main road. on the left. as you ,
ente r Manor Road from Lynn Road. Mr and Mrs
So uthgatc and their dau ghter Dolly kept it from
the 1930s until 196 1. Then a Sneuisham man.
Peter Roge rs, became the landlord. Back in the
1920 's it had a nice bowling green but it had gOI

in a bad way and Peter Rogers kept horses on it.
Then. when Arth ur and Barbara Daw took it over in 1910. after a 101 of hard work
they opened it up again. The pub c10MX1 down in 198 1.

When the ."u then 1I0t rl was bu ilt in 1883 it was first called the Cock Inn. For
many years the Peopl e's Rest House Associat ion
0 ,,"1100 it. and I think I am righl in saying that il has
only had three landl ords since the Seco nd World
War, When I was al schoo l there was a big brass
bell. and we would all ring it on o ur way to and
from schoo l, After so me time it was taken away. I
wonder why?

Th e Coach a nd lI oru 's is the only publi c hou se

12
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left in the village of Dersingham today (the Feathers
is a hotel) and il stand.. in Manor Road, just nea r
the junction with Dodds Il ill Road. Over the years it
has had lots of land lords. During the Second World
War the Poppcrwen (sic) family ran it, then moved
10 Hun stant on to run two fish and chip shops, the
Hrooklands and the Vegas. One landlord who kept it
had chicken s running around the bar and they

would lay eggs on the seats.
()~nln2ham Work.ln2 Mu 's Club was buih

around 1900, it was a busy dub with a bowling
green in the front until the Second World War.
Then it was allowed to run down until the 19705
when it was turned into the thriving dub that it is
toda y.

Before the Old Hall was turned into the
Ga mekeeper 's Lodge there was a dub and dance
hall on the site. The TOCl I used it as their
headqu arters. and we called it the Old lIall Club.
The steward for a lot of years was Jo Jary who was a
wireless eng ineer. and when you went to the bar for
a drink he wou ld have to move all the wireless
equipment before he could serve you. Sadly neither
the dub or the Gamekeeper's are there today,

Today in Dersingham there are only the Feathers, the Coach and Horses and the
Village Soc ial Club , even thou gh today there are around 5,000 people in the village.
\\0hen, in the 50s and 60s there were only about 1.500.

Tbe photognphs used to ill,"lnle this mide awcar on the~ingham Village lIi-.tory
Wmsitc thnp:lI. ' 'W.OcTsingham.com/histOf)'lpubs.htm)

Our Elephant
by Joun Adums

He thought he saw an elephant standing high on the hill,
Then said aloud "Oh dea r me, no, if s standing far too still: '
But this one was a dullish green, now, all elephant s are grey.
It was a group of ancient trees that somehow grew that way.
Hut it has given much pleasure and we know, and it's true,

Thai our elephant will never cnd up in London's zoo!
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BUILD ING
SOCIETY·

At the Saffron Walden Herts & Essex Building Society we
offer a wide range of financial services and mortgages. Our
highly competit ive investments and savings accounts offer
some of the best value ava ilable in the high street, and our
experienced staff can help you f ind a m ortg ag e package to
suit your needs.

As a regional society w e understand the needs of local
people and are able to make a swift response to your
inquiry.

Find us at:
M arket Place, Snettisham
Tel: 01485 544434
and Jubil ee Cou rt, Dersingham
Tel : 014B5 5445B5

SUBJECT TO STATUS. WRIITEN QUOTATIONS AVAILABLEON REQUEST.
YOURHOME ISAT RISK IFYOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A

MORTGAGEOROTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT.
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Michael Keogh writes that shon ly after moving into the village in 19M . being a haulier. he
found thal. to use his words he "soon found thal local place-names wen.' designed 10
confuse v urri ncrs Iike me." IIc nul" offers the following. with apo logies 10 Lewis Curroll.

Happl sburghy

I was Blick hn g. and the Wiggenhalls d id Clench and Crimple in the Flave .
All Tilncy was the Barroway Drove and the Emneths Grimsgravc.

Bew are the Happ isbu rgh. my son. the Sporlcs that squa sh,
Avoid the Seething fen. and shun the w cndltng wctncy Wash .

li e took his Walpo le blade in hand. longtime the w oodbastwick he sought:
Then hailed by the Palling Sea. and s tood a while in tho ught.

And as in Elsing thought he stood . the Happisburgh with eyes a flame.
Came seami ng through the Bilney wood, and Mcth wold as it ca me.

One-two. one-two, and through and through, the walpole blade went snicker
snack:

He left it dead, and with its head he wen t Win fan hing back.

" And hast thou sla in the Happisburgh?" "Co me to my arms my Bendi sh buy!"
"Oh. Cocktey Cley! Oh! wormcgay!" he mard lcd in his joy.

Dersingham Village Plan Steering
Group

The first of a series of consu ltation meetings
was held at St Cecilia 's. Mount bauen Road, on
Saturday I 1 Septem ber.

Most of the peop le who attended came to
voice their concerns over the pos sible siting of
a new Village Centre on the Sports Field, and
the effects on exi sting buildings and user
groups . Th ere is still a long way to go.
however, before any decision is taken.

The consultant arc hi tect, Kevi n Harrison of
WPP Assoc iates. has taken away alt the co mments
and suggestions and will be letting the Stee ring Group have a report in due course .

The full report together with an Ac tion Plan wilt be submitted to Dcrsingham
Parish Co unc il at the ir next meet ing on 27 September.

Th ere will be further open meetings to discuss the Action Plan and to ensure that
any agreed actions are carried out.

If anyone wishes to discuss any aspec t o f the report, please co ntact me o n 0 14X5
540538.

Sve Puvne . Chair Dersingham I jl/llXe Plan Steering Group.
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Hidden Treasure

Ash Murr ay is a man who spends most of his days on the bog, Dersingham Bog.
As site manager he and assistan t managers Lisa Treadwcll and Chris Belts look afte r
the Oersingham Bog National Nature Reserve, about 4 12 acres of dry and wet
heath land , acid valley mire , deciduous and coniferous woodland. The site fonns part
of what was once a vast heathla nd stretching from King's Lynn 10 Heacham but
which has been reduced ove r the last 2 centuries by agriculture and forestry. Part of
the Roya l Sandringham Estate. it is leased and managed by English Nature for
geo log ical interest and nature conservation.

Dersingham Bog has a lways been an important local resource to the inhabitants
of the area . Loca ls grazed a variety of livestock on the heath. includ ing: cattle,
sheep. horses, ponies and goats. Up until the middle of the lx th century, the area
was important for its production of rabbits for pelts and meat.This gave rise to the
name Sandringham Warren, of which Dersingham Bog National Nature Reserve
form s part . Thi s grazing helped to keep the amount of regeneratin g scrub to a
minimum, favourin g the survival of other heathland spec ies such as ling and be ll
heather. Any scrub which d id survive was cut for fuel or pea/bean-sucks. Nothing
went to waste and bracken was CUI and collec ted for bedd ing for livestock. During
the period when the railway line was in use, the bog was periodically set on fire by
the railwaymen casting hot ashes from the passing steam tra ins over the adjace nt
bog. At a lime of reduced management of the site, these fires helped to keep the
mire open by reducing scrub encroachment. However, on several occasio ns, the fires
ignited the underlying peal. One particu larly bad fire in the 19205 raged for month s

and totally burnt o tTthe peerlayer.
The effects of this fire can still be seen
today as a water-filled hollow adjacent
to an area dominated by the white
bobb ing heads ofco tton grass .
Following the clos ure of the rai lway in
1963, the site quickly became
dominated by birch, pine and
rhododendron. By the 19705, only a
tiny fragment of open heath and mire
remained intact , the remainder
subsumed benea th a dense canopy of
scrub, principally birch , pine and
rhododendron. English Nature 's pre
cursor, the Nature Conservancy

Chris Ht'm leads 1';Ii l" n Off I //C' "' /lmlw/lfk Council bec ame involved in the
management of the site in the 19705

and began the task of clearing scrub to restore heathland habitat s. Much of this
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work was carried out by volunteers using hand took In 1990. English Nature took
on the ful1time management of the site afte r en tering into a lease with the Royal
Sandringham Estate. Small-scale clearance works continued throughout the 19'Xb
and by the close of the twentieth century significant headway had been made in
pushing back the 'front" of the encroachin g scrub. to restore imponant hea th and
mire communities. However, despite the intensity of this effort, it was clear tha l
much larger-scale works were required if the site was ever to be restored 10 its former
glory. The advent of the North Norfolk Il eathland Heritage PrOj l"C1 provided English
Nature with the funds to carry out this work.

In orde r to restore the heathland habitats for which the site is so important ,
English Nature has been working to remove the self-seeded scrub that has come to
dominate large areas of the reserve . This work has been conducted over the last
decade and has been very successful. During the past decade. the nightj ar
population on the site has more than doubled. wood larks have gone up from zero
pairs to three/ four pairs and glow-worms have spread across almost all of the
restored areas ,

Voluntary Wardens play a pivota l role in the work of English Nature . The range
of tasks undertaken is broad. depending upon the skills and interests of the
individual. As well as acting as the 'eyes and ears' of nature reserves . English
Nature volunteers may also be invol ved in: Patrolling the reserve: leading or
assisting with guided walks and talks; Assisting visitors and. in many instances.
providing the public face of English Nature; Estate and habitat managemen t. such as
scrub clearance. litter collection. fencing or path maintenance; Assisting with
administrative work in the reserve office; Spccieslhabitat recording - collecting
information of species or the environment. Volunteering for English Nature provides
a positive opportun ity to work towards ensuring the future survival of England's
diverse range of wild life and gcolugical Iandforms. To some. volunteering may assist
in gaining the skills required to pave the way to a future career in nature
conservation; to others, it provides a chance to meet up with like minded people in
some of England's most beautiful land-..capes.

If. like me. you haven't visited the reserve lately you will be pleasant ly surprised
by the changes that Ash and his team have brought about.

To find our more about opportunities for volunteering with Englis h Nature,
please contact Dersing ham Bog's Site Manager. Ash Murray, on 0 1485 54JQ.W or
write 10 the English Nature Office. ihe Smithy Workshops. Wolfcrton, King's Lynn.
Norfolk. PEJI 611A.

"The man who makes no mistakes does not usually make anythin g"
Edwa rd 101r1l Phelps (I N8f))
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Norfolk Con stabulary Western Mob ile Police Station
Staffed by Public Enquiry Officers Limb Forder, Peter Duncan and PC

Cbristopher l lowes, the Mobile Police Stauon wilt be: stationed in Budgens car park
on: hida) 's . 291h October and 261h November between the hours of 10.00 a m
and 12 noou.

Services include: Advice. Crime record ing. Infonn ation. Lost and found
property. Crime prevention advice and literature and Liaison with community
groups.

Useful contact telephone numbers arc:
Crimcstoppers: 0800 SSS II I and Norfolk Constabulary; 01953 424242

fenland ~Gd.Nm",""- 3UDliIo emtu
design The finest quality care for most pains.

architectu ral senices sti lT~s. influibility 1100 recurring
bcalth problems .

33. Lt- RIlM, Dtn"Ct'_ lUNGSLY/llN Osteopathy classical + cranial,
ostco myelogy, refle xolo gy, aromathcrapy.

PlANHNi &BlUIG REG. mu:A11lHS reiki. women 's hea lth & wellbeing.

PHOTOC(fOOIlAIIWINGIBOG
massage.
As keen runners we trea t injuries. Also
accident reports and advice .

'ft: 0 1485 54321W
Gaywood Hall Drive. King's Lynne-tUl:fen de.lgnG'wn c b .net

0 1553 7(,14R4

SEMBA T RADING CO LTD
Builders' Merchants

Station Yard. Station Rood. Dcrsingham. King's l ynn PEJ I 6P R
Tel: 0 1485 54 1394

All Building .Uateria!.{ supplied

Pavin g Slabs IS" x 18" from £ I AD

G uttering 4 mrr (7,15

(, mtr Underground Pipe £11.HO

Fenci ng, Posts. Bricks. Bloc ks. Sand . Shing le. Timber. Pavcrs. PVC Sheering,

Cement. Roofing felt. Chicken Wire ere
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Dersingham Horticultural Society
Until recently I have still been relatively hors de combat lime-wise and so have,

once again , had 10 rely on my fellow members ' reports in the society's newsletter for
the bulk of this art icle.

Memhers ' Garden w eeke nd - Despite the ravages of unseasonable wind and rain, the
Open Gardens once aga in reached exceptionally high standards. Part of the fun of looking
round them is tu marvel at the variety of scale and style. from the very newest to the most
well established. Lots of thought had d early been given to creating an imaginative use of
space with (he application of natural materials in the hard landscaping and the inspiratiunal
use of old drittwoods. slates and fossils as garden sculptures and water features. The terrain
of the gardens was qunc different too. We climbed up and down bcautifully tended grassy
slopes and wandered through deeply shaded woodland paths. I gazed wistfully at the
immaculate lawns and colourful borders and was deeply envious of the luscious crops on the
vegetable patches and fruit cages. Over and above everything else was the welcome we were
offered and the various opport unities to discuss plants and how to nurture them. Thank s to
everyo ne who took part. It was a delight ful way of spending an afternoon and I' d like to
think the Open Gardene rs enjoyed il as much as 1did . Jul)' ,\ 1eelinl: - The Strnwberr)'
Fayre - I couldn' t decide whether the organisers, or those being entertained, enjoyed the
event the most. There was a human fruit machine , a chance tu win a "goldfish", many games
of skill plus a ploughman's plate and delicious puddings. The draw for well -chosen raffle
prizes completed the evening . The Fund Raising Cornmiucc. assisted by their partners , drew
in a profit of £109.05. August Ml'l'ti ng - Cheese-making - From Mrs Temple 's talk we
had an opportun ity to learn about the making of cheese generally. Her skills have develop...d
over the years, from lectures at university continuing to Cheese-making w orkshops and
Conferences with her first clues coming from a book borrowed from the public library. On
her travels to other countries, she takes advantage of opportunities 10 talk to loca l cheese
makers some of whom have shown her how to make blue, parmcsan and haloumi cheeses.
Her cheeses have proved 10 be so popular, however, that she has outg rown the old factory
and has now been given planning permission for a purpose built factory. We did have a
chance to taste some delicious cheeses and even to buy some 10 take home. Annua l Show 
The wet August weather seemed to have affected our show by reducing the quantity of
entries but not the quality of the exhibits that graced the hall. As usual these were of the
high standard to which we arc accustomed. The entries that particularly caught my eye were
a vase of striking acanthus blooms and those in the chi ldren's classes with the miniature
gardens and imaginatively decorated eggs were outstanding. However, all the exhibits
deserved praise for their quality and the society's thanks 10 all, especially the exhibitors,
who supported our show. Sept embe r Mel' l i n~ - The subjec t of Harry Gayton"s talk was
"P runing", Armed with a multitude of curtings, large and small. from his own garden, Barry
ably demonstrated that, while books on the subject may be useful to us mere ama teurs, they
are no substitute for thirty years experience as a professional gardener and the expertise that
this provides. After emphasising the importance of sharp, clean and periodically disinfected
secateurs, Barry went on to establish why we prune te.g. for shape, Sil l' and tlowcr
production ) and then elaborated on the practicalitie s of when, where and how, with
examples of the cuttings that he had brought along. All in all. a most informative and
rewarding evening enjoyed by all present.
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FEATHE RS HOT EL
Dersfngham ~ Norfolk

TEUFax 01485540207
~~~!I . E-,\ lail-fea lbtn hOltl(Q hlclick.com
~ "'1u r.lhd r alhf'nhol rl .co.uk

Bring the family and enjoy the friendly service
ew menus served throughout Restaurant,

Bars and Garden
Pond Garden available for special occasions

All Outside Catering and Bars provided
•

Call in or ring for menus

For a more personal approach
to Home & Contents Insurance

Call your local agent on 0 1760 724888

Norfolk West
23 Turbine Way
Swaffham
PE37 7XD •

T he fee ling is NFU M utua lnl

NFt ' \1utual is a member of the General Insurance Standards Council
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Bangers Bean s & Beetle

Saturday 6 Nove mber at 7.) 0 pm in the Ch urch Hal l.

Ticke ts £5.00 from Social Committee

or 'phone 014R5 54054R

Funds for SI Nicholas Church

News from our Dersingham Schools
The new term is now well under way and we have se ttled into our new identiti es,

with new schoo l names. Over 300 children arc now being educated at ou r schools
and we are very positi ve about the futu re nf education in this village. We are bot h
encouraged 10 see the publication of the ' Future of Dersingham Repo rt" and
appreciate the hard work that has go ne into prod ucing such a reader friendly report .
We arc comm itted tu wor king with the community tu deve lop this in any way that we
can. Both schoo ls have plans and dreams for cont inu ing to develop opportunities for
our children. Some of those planned this year arc :
( New cycle sheds as part of our Safer Jou rneys to Schoo l Proj ect are being bu ilt at

both sc hoo ls
( Enhanced sporting op po rtu nities link ing wi th ot her loca l sc hools and w ith

Smithdon lIi gh Schoo l and KES Spo rts College
( A joi nt cho ir wh ich will sing at several loca l venues over Christmas
( Further schoo l improvements; at the Infan t Schoo l there will be a new library due

to be opened on 20 October and exciting plan s fo r a specia lised Outdoor Play area
arc well und er way. At St Gcorgc' s School interna l and external redecoration has
taken place and there arc plans for moving the wild life garden

( Spec ial events include a Boo k Week in October at the Infant School an d a
Gra ssroots Zimbabwe rnuhicultura l da y at St Gcorgc 's.

Wc have sent our school holiday dales in to the editor to publish through out the
year, so please watch out for those. Half term this term is Thursday 21 Oc tobcr -.
Friday 29 Oc tobe r. The last date nf tcrm is 17 December,

Wc have always been well supported by the village and know that we will
continue to be in the future. We welcome adult help in school so it-anyonc has lime
or ta len ts 10 o ffer we wou ld love to hear from yo u.

Jack lc Austin Carol De Wilt
Itcadtcacher Headtcachcr
Dersingha m Infant Dcrsingharn SI Gcorge's
and Nursery Schoo l Church of England Junior School
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BURGLAR ALARMS

looking for security?
Refrigeration~. :-'7 then call us now

Speciallst~ -l~ for your free estimate
Burg lar alarm installati ons

Fridges, freez.rr5 ~"1\ CCTV & Door Entry
& fridge-freezers.;' All work guaranteed

Mended , bought~ \\. Tel: 01485 54421 5 or

& sold. ... 077 11 959183

~85 541539
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hlPC WINING a. PAseRVICES Wha t is the diffttmee between
SL........~--...POI,.... YOU and a Samaritan?
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and
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Present

. A QUIZ I' IGIIT
12 ~onmb('r a t ' _10 pm in St ='Ilcholas C hurc h lI all

Team" "hould idca lly con$i~1 of4 members with the entrance (et' of
£.5 pc member including light re frt'Shmmts., Ica and coffee. Wine
and !lOft drink. will also be' n ailablc at ' -cry reasonable pnces,

Od:til~. entry foons and lid.('b available from Tom Morris (5-11 450).
Kc1lh Ulythc (5-UH66). \1COtgC' Barton (SoU088). Edgar Cooper
(S40X65) and Nigd Stsson (540081)

A WO~DfRFUL NIGIIT OF MIND SEARCIII NG. EDUCATION
A~D FUN !!
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Can anyone throw light on
th ese two documents?

They arc assoc iated with each other by the
date of 25th June 1!l7X. but do not give any
indication as to which public house they arc
offering for sale. nor do they give the location
of the •Arable and Pasture Land and
Agricultu ral Buildings to which the sale notice
refers.

It is possible that the date tics in with a
point in time when the management of the Dun
Cow Public House was passed to Catherine and
John Smith who were the innkeepers from
1879 to IR92. but there is no definite
indication that this is the case.

If you have any clue as to the history of
these documents. or can relate lmy other tales
in respect of local hostelries. please contact the
Editor. who will he only too pleased 10 add to
the history of the village. which is gradually
emerging from readers' contributions.
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Nick Cross
Painter & Decorator

Top Quality
Professional Service

Tel: 01485 570102 Telephone : 01"5 5Q806

C Thomson MIO IT
Tel: 0779 505 7788

REFL EXOLOG Y

Carpet &
Upholstery Cleaning

Call for a quote on your suite

ARO \ IAT IIE RAPY MASSAG E
LQJ;r~ only

~lo:mbcr or the FliT

Clean Tech

0148 5 609223
07746 833228

CARLTO 's SOLID FUEL
S' IOKELESS & OPE~ FIRE FUELS

APPROVED COAL MERCII ANT
GREAT MASSINGIIAM

QUALITY FUELS
DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

NEXT DAY DELIV ERY IF REQUIRED

FOR A QUOTE OR TO O RDER
T EL: 0.485 520637 or 077KO 776'fo76



/ .\'SII t' .W

News from the Bog
by Ash Murray

Sep tembe r is the month when the heath is clad in the purple !lOWCR of ling and
bell heather, intermi ngled with the rich golden hue of the dying bracken . An ear ly
morni ng visit to the reserve ar this lime of year can be a magica l experience, loo king
o..'er the hea th, clothed in its blanket of glistening spider 's w cbs. across the mist
sbrocdcd bog towards the Wash. If you are particularly lucky yo u may sec one of
se..-eral w hite Fallow Deer a", they leisurel y pick their way through the mist on the
bog.

The majority of the plants in the bog have already flow ered by this time.
However, those with a sharp-eye will pick out the straw-co loured head s of the Bog
Asphodel and the scarlet cranberries. nes tled amongst the greens and reds of the
Sphagnum "bog mosses". These mos ses are the "life-blood' of the bog, holding water
like a big sponge and creating the peal tha t sustains the plants that li..-e there.

Following breeding. Nightjars will have made thei r way southwards towards their
sub-Saharan wintering grounds. As many species leave for the winter, a whole suite
of others arrive , including siskin. crossbitl. brambli ng. meadow pipit and birds of
prey such as short-cared ow l, hen harrier and common buzzard. In the wood s.
rovi ng band s of birds such as long-tailed tits, go ldc rcsts, blue and grea t tits move
through the treetops seeking food and find ing safe ty in nu mbers. 11 is also worth
keeping an eye to the grou nd to look for the startling range of fungi that appea r at
this time of year, including; the Ear-pick, the Blusher, Tawny Grisene. Orange and
Brown Birch Boteres and the most famous of all. the Fly-agaric wi th its bright red
cap. covered with white spots.

Events; A series o f volunteer days ......mbe held throughout the autumn >
For further detai ls contact Ders ingham Bog's Site Manager Ash Murray on

01485 5-13tH4.

Village Voice would like to wish Amanda Field of Tudor Way every
success in her charity zz-mue swim

Having only just learned to swim (she took lesso ns over a sill: week period),
Amanda is now 10 tackle the task of swimming 1,04 8 lengths of the 25 metre pool at
Bircham's National Construct ion Co llege, during the 12 weeks from Monday 13
September to Sunday 5 December. to raise money for national spinal cord injury
charity ASPIRE.

Operation Christmas Child
There will once aga in be a shuc bux collection by the Methodi st Ch urch this year.

You arc asked to bring the shoctcxcs to the Shoc box Coffee Morning at Dcrsingham
Method ist Church on Sat urday 6 November between 10 am and 12 noon,

Leaflets, deta iling how 10 fill you r box . will be avai lable at the village Shoe Shop
or contact Kathl~ell MOOr/IOIISt' on 54U325 or Catheri ne Tuckwuod Ill/ 544363 .
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CHRISTYANA FARRICS

A.S:K. FRAMES & & BLINDS

Things For Curtains & Soft Furn ishings

I/A VE MOVED TO
Picture Framini: Specialists 40 Lynn Road. Der5;nglram

OPEN
Gifts, Cards, Clocks, ,lion 111 Fri 9-4 Sat.'i 9-2

Batter ies, Photoframes Halfprice fabric all year round
Makinx-up service 01 competitive rates

61 Manor Road Free qlU}(ut;on,'i a"d fitting service -

DERSINGHAM no oblixations

Tel: 01485 540292 01485 54/111 0 7743 05289 7

Green Garden Sacks
can be obtained from the Parish Council Office

The Police Station, Manor Road
Cost: SOpeach

The office is open Mon - Thu rs 10 am to 2 pm
The sacks are collected when wheelie bins are emptied

FLOWERS BY YVONNE
a 25 MANOR ROAD DERSINGIlAM

~rJ 01485 540628
/ Ii\ - YOUR LOCAL F L OR IS T

FOR AU YOUR OCCASIONS

GIFT BOUQUETS

,/~SYMPATHY FLOWERS
FUNERAL TRIBUTES rs'WEDDING BOUQUETS
RECEPTION VEN UES / Ii\ -

DELIVERY SERVICE
AND

INTERFLORA SERVICE AVAILABLE
PIIONE ORDERS WELCOME

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN
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The Seven Deadly Sins by Len Matthews
flow many of us can quote a ll seven of those infamous deadly sins. It' s a good

pub quiz question. 1can give them to you now because I have them listed in fromof
me in an article wrinen by loan Bakewell for the Sunday Times.

Recently BBC Radio 4 ran a series on this list of sins and towards the end of the
series listeners were asked to nominate a new one, "a sin for the 21- Century," So to
the seven deadly sins of Pride, Envy, Gluttony, Lust, Anger, Greed and Sloth another
ten sins were nominated. These are those in the priority order of the nominations.
l st-Apathy, znd- Selflshness. 3rd- Hypocrisy, 4th-Indifference, Sth- Inrolerance. Sth
Ignorance. j th- Deceit. Btb-w este, 9th--Cruelty, IOth--Cynicism.

The theological definition of sin is: an attribute of your persona lity that can lead
to bad results when exaggerated, An exam ple of this is wanting something is nul a
major problem; wanting it to excess is greed. However most of us think of sin as
being things that we don 't like about the world, In the sins proposed by the listeners
there were things like; midd le lane hoggers, speed cameras, reality TV and litter
droppers. Speaking very persona lly, I was amazed that nobody seemed to have
nominated 'Obsession '. When does desire become obsess ion? The Oxford English
Dictionary defines 'Obsess ion' as: haunt. preoccupy, unreasonably pers istent ideas in
the mind; condit ions in which such idea... are present .

A young thirty something man had an obsession with cars, which led to many
difficulties in his marriage, Eventually this obses sion guided him to hiring a very
powerful car. much to the disgust of his wife. He decided to take it out to see what it
would do. Unfortunately he didn 't have the skills or ability to hand le the car
prope rly and eventually ....Tapped it around a lamp-post. When he arrived at the
pearly gates the angel on duty sent him along to the transport office . The angel there
said that based on his obsession with cars, this being heaven, he could have any car
he wished as long as he was truthfu l an answering the questions he would be asked.

This he agreed to do, but when it came to the question, "Ilow many times did you
commit adultery?" he hesitated , The angel assured him that they knew the answer
but he must be truth ful. So he told the truth and said twice. The angel respond ed that
that was right and he could have a top of the range Jagua r. He was a little
disappoi nted but knew he would have to accept things as they were. He got on well
in heaven and got to enjoy his car.

A soon time later the transport angel found this man sitting in his car by the side
of the road crying bitterly. The angel was concerned and tried to comfort him. "You
arc in heaven. OK you haven't quite got the car you wanted but it's a good one."
" You don 't understand," replied the man, '" have just seen my wife here," Well
that' s wonderful:' said the ange l, "You' re w ife is in heaven, you are in heaven. I'm
sure you' ll meet soon. So what are you crying for?" The man said, " I only got a
Jaguar because I commuted adultery twice: ' "Thai's right." said the angel , "Well I'm
crying because my .....ife has just gone the opposite way down the road on a bike!"
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You NEVER get
anotherpair

take care o£them.
~th

Ware
Optometrists & Opticians

4 Jubilee Court
Hunstanton Road

Dersingham
tel 01485 544850
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Heacham & District Commu~ity Car Scheme
Early in l OO';: the above scheme was formed In provide transport for resilk nts

living in an area which had been covered by the Heacham Group Medical Practice.
There are eleven villages within this area including Ocrsingba m and adjo ining
villages , The drivers of this scheme are volunteers using their own vehicles for
which they are paid 4U pence per mile. There urc two paid part-time co-ordinators
who work from the offices of Sneuishnrn Parish Cou ncil t'Iel: 0 141'(5 5-1-45441.

Passengers using the scheme must meet certain criteria in that they do nOI have
access 10 , m, because ofdisabil ity, cannot use public transport and can not afford
other means of transport .

As the tille indicates this is a C'lmmun;ty scheme and nOI co nlined to
transport ing patients to and from surgeries, The scope includes visits tu opticians.
dentists. chiropodists. taking passengers to visit sick relatives in Queen Elizabeth
Hospital. and. where necessary. trip:- tll the Ptlst O ffice In collec t pension s. and to
local shops.

lmuall y the scheme wa!' fund...d by the Co untryside Agency but tfus ha:.. now been

reorganised and this source of funding will finish at the end of :004, Other funding
must he found or the sch eme will fold up. and . if this happe ns. it wi ll be a disaster.
as the scheme is a lifeline 10 so many people who live in and aro und Dersingham .

We du gel a certa in amount ofhelp from the Parish Councils but I !innly believe
that if we arc 10 keep the Community Car Scheme going we must help ourselves.
There are probab ly R.oon res idents 111 our Parishes. many nf them elderl y and
disabled. and often without means oft ransport. B UI remember Ihi:. i!' a Cummunit,.
S cht'mt' and not restricted to the aged. Some of these have families who go to work
or haw children at school and so cannot help as much as they would like , So surely
the scheme must be of some comfort In them also , We are seeking the source s (If
funding, for exampl e the National Lottery. local businesses and organi sations . but we
have to act quickty if we want 10 keep this going.

I would sug.gesl that we should organise public meet ings in all our Parishes to
make people aware of the problems. and If every household in our area gave an
(//"'11111 donation Ill' £5 or {IO this wou ld go some way to funding mescheme. Please
send your answers 10 these questions:

<l) Would I make an annua l donation?
b) w ould I attend a public meeting in my Parish'!

Send your replies to the Co-ordinator, Com munity Car Scheme. Parish Counc il
Offices. Sneuis bcm. and th... Committee can organise dl:tails abo ut Public Mceting:
and Donations,

DUI Please Hel p Us To Help \ 'ou !
Do nor Sl"1lI1 any money lIT cheques at this stage .

G ClJIgl' Hanon
l iJ/wlf. 'I'r Urtvcr ,1/1.1lommittl'l' ..\1t'/II ht'l (I/1(J 1/ Dersingham Resident
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TilE WH EATSII EAF INN
5 l ynn Road:Heacnam, King's l ynn, Norfolk, PE31 7HJ
TeVFsll: 01435 570282

Freeoouse F'ropoetors:Anthony & si enaGooch

• Morning coffee and afternoo n leas " ~ .

• Function Room bookings for both private and corpo rate events (including garden
areas)

• Suntrap beer garden and play area (rear)

• Most cred it/debit cards accepled and cash back ava ilable on debit card s

SUMMER OPENING
(S lam Ea:ti/~r H~drftd)

SUN: 12 noon - 10.30 pm
MON - SAT: 11 am-I l pm

\\l~'TER OPENING
(Slam I J aft lltlry')

Telephone for confinna lion

Gary Roshmore "ooring
W e h ave a larK,e r ange o r carpet & v inyl

sa nlples

s u p e rb se l« t1o n of roll ends, mat. &
runners

F ree m ea suring & est im a t es. without
o bllKa llon

E.cepti o nal service a t a p ric e you ' ll like

P le a se visil o u r s how room at 55 S ta ti o n Md
lIeac ham

Opening h o u rs 9 .3 0 a m 10 4 .0 0 pm

M OD 10 S a l (d o s lnK 1.00 p m to 1.00 pm
lu nch t imes a n d a ll day WflInesda y )

o r call Cary Rushmore

T e l 01485 57120 2 o r 0 789 9 794261
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tlt was our intention to include the f ol/owing in the last issue oftbe magazine but
wt're pre vented because of lack of space ']

For two weeks in May the Caro le Brown Hea lth Ce ntre were faced ,..rith the
d ifficulty ot having nu access 10 thei r records due to a failure in the computer system
(which also affec ted the Gayton Road practice ). Ahhough thi s caused a large number
of problems for the doctors and staff in the surgery. they coped with the problem by
reve rting to the use of pen and paper, managed to keep the appoi ntments list
running. and. despi te a few hiccups (and abuse from some patients} they managed 10

keep the surgery operating. No ide ntifiable cause has been discovered for the
computer fai lure.

Major Technological Breakth rough
ROOK is a revolutionary breakth rough in tech nology: no wires. no elect ric

ci rcu its. no batteries, nothing to he connected or switched on. It' s so easy to use, even
a ch ild can operate it. Compact and portable, it can be userd anywhere even silting in
an annchai r by the ti re yet it is powerful enough to hold as much information as a
CD-ROM disc.

Here's how it works: BOOK is construc ted of seq uentially numbered sheects of
paper (recy clable). each capable of holding thousands of bits o f infonnation. The
pages are locked together with a custom-fit device ca lled a binder. which keeps the
sheets in their correct sequence. Opaque Paper Technology (O PT). allows
manufactu rers to use both sides of the she-ct. doubling the infonnation density and
cutt ing cosus. Experts arc d ivided on the prospects for further increases in
infonn ation density; for now. BOOKS with more information simply use more
pages. Each sheet is scanned optically, registering inform ation d irectly into yo ur
brain . A flick of the finger takes yo u to the next sheet. BOOK may be taken up at
any time and used merely by openi ng it. BOOK never crashes or requires rcboot ing.
though like other display devices it ca n become unusable if dropped overboa rd.. Th e
' browse ' feature allows yo u to move instantly 10 any sheet. and move forward o r
backward as you wish. Man y come with an ' Index ' feat ure, which pinpo ints the
exact location of any selec ted information for instant retrieval.

An optional ' BOOKmark' accessory allows yo u to open BOOK to the exact place
you left it in a previous session - even if the book has been c losed . BOO Kmarks fit
universal design standards; thus, a single BOOKmark can be used in BOO KS by
various man ufac turers. Conversely. numero us BOO K markers can be used in a single
BOOK if the user wants to store numerous views al once . The number is limited only
by the number of pages in the BOOK. You can also make personal notes next to
BOOK text entries with an optional programming tool. the Portable Erasable Nib
Cryptic Intercommunication Language Sty lus (PENCilS ). Portable. durable. and
affordable, BOO K is being hailed as a prc'Cursor o f a new entertainment wave. Also.
BOOK's appeal seems so certain that thousands of content-creators have committed
to the platfonn and investors are reportedly fl ecking. l ook for a flood of new titles
soon.
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Sandringham View . What's in a Name?

PHILlP NURSE ROAD
Phihp Hcrbcrt IDuke ) NUThC was.. zx y.:ars o ld when

he died in a tragic buildmg site acc ident in Janu ary
I IIX3. 'Duke' , as all of his family and frie nd... ca lle-d
him . .... as born the youngest son of lIert" ..n and Eilecn
x urse. of 10 Chapd Road in Dersin ghem. and attended
Dt..rs ingha m Prim al)' school and rhc then SI George 's
Sec o ndary Modern School.

As a young lad he .... ould o ften be seen. wearing a
\ cry l,)\en. iJ'I..'d white apron. mak ing deliv eries "ilh
Norman Towers ube butcher who had the ~htlP In

Chapel Road .... hich is no" Scoles}, and later, as a
teenager. he would hel p OU\ at vaw ser's Far min
lngo khsthorpe. Afler leaving school ' Duke' started by
work ing nn the land, later transferring 10 the Funuturc

Factory in Sncuisharn. and th....n as an employee o f Rob Riche s at Staffo rd House
Builders. He then worked for Ingoldisthol'pl: construction finn II ,C. L. for the three
ye:lrs leadi ng up [ 0 his death .

A very popular and ke....n sportsnum in the village, ' Duke ' played dart s for the
Coach and Horses. bein g 11\\'\11 \1..00 III a compcution between that pub and the: Dun
Co w (which was on the site that is now Bud gens}, played football in both the
Saturday and Sunday Leagues and in cor npetinon for the ~kmoria l C up (no longer
played for bec ause o f the pressure of fixlures) .

The accident occurred " hilsl he w as employcd by a sub-c ontractor on a building
sue in Gri mston Road. Woo llon, when an ll -Ioo t trench collapsed around him.
I....aving him Irap[ll.."l.I up to his nL"'( k. Rescue work ers , inc lud ing 6 firemen and a
doctor frum Gayton Road Health Centre. arrived at the scene at abou t 3.30 pm and
are reported h) hal e worked fur (1\ er an hour 10 f ree him. bUI he later d ied in
hosJlilal. having suffered a fractured skull and bra in haemorrhage. AI the inquest
1~llltlwing his death. Sta tion Offi cer Paddy Barren said"lI was a \'el)' d ifficult
ope ration. we had 10 use co mpressed air and spedes to move some of the soil wh ich
had trdpped him: ' Mr Barren also paid spec ial tribute 1,1 a d ii,lger dnvcr on sue. \ Ir
Dcrck LU\'l" lI. who throughout the rescue bid held had. Ih.... walls of the trench with
his d Igger buck•er.

T" l.l wreath s at his funeral " w e rem inisc ent o rhis life in that one was o f " hile
chrysauthc nuuus in the shape o f a football. and another. in white. go ld and yellow
fluw crs. sty led as a i,l lass o f lager on a be....r mal. The service. conducted by the vicar
o f Dcrsin gharn . Rev l lugh '·\1110c\';. was in a packed chapel at Mintlyn
Crem ator ium. where 2~5 mourners. some standm g three deep around the "ails.
pa id tnbm.... tu a well respec tcd and loved local man .
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Duke's sister Edna and brother Brock are still resident in the village; his
other sister, Susun, is resident in Clcnchwarton. and his other brother, Kcitb. lives in
Cheshire. The editor thanks Susan for her assistance in compiling this review of a
man who was so popular that it was felt by the Parish Council of the time that he
should be remembered by the naming of a street a lter him.

Carole Brown Health Centre
Patients Participation Group (PPG)

hy Tom Morris - Chairman
At the 16 September meeting, the PPG and the Parish Council were briefed by

Mr Graham Dickcrscn. Executive Manager of the Gayton Road Practice. on the
plans to provide Dcrsingham and Ingoldisthorpe patients with a new purpose-built
health centre to replace the existing Carole Brown lI ealth Centre. The proposed site
for the development will be the old farmyard at Manor Fann in Manor Road.
adjace nt to St Nicholas Church. No other site in the village had been found to be
both available and suitable.

Plans for the 'one stop' primary care centre arc likely to include consulting
rooms for GPs and nurses. facilities for minor operations procedures (cg cataracts.
hernias), a dentist. opt ician. dispensary. comm unity services. doctors' train ing
facilities and other support services. However. before any decisions are taken as to
the services to he provided . residen ts served by the Camle Brown Health Centre will
be consulted and their views sought as to what facilities and services are desired.

It has been agreed that the name "Carole Brown Health Centre" can be carr ied
forward to the new cent re and this agreement was welcomed enthusiastically by the
PPG.

A public consultation exercise under the control of the Primary Care Trust will
take place between now and the end of the year. The community' s requirements will
be used as a basis for the planning and design process undertaken by architects and.
should planning permission be granted , construction could begin late in 2005 with
completion due in 2006. 11 is hoped that the centre will be fully operational early in
2007.

The partners and stafT of the Gayton Road Practice and of the Primary Care Trust
have worked hard 10 provide our community with the health services and facilities to
which our patients are ent itled. The Chairman and members of both the PPG and
Parish Council thanked and congratulated all those involved with the initiative
which could provide residents with this health facility.

The PPG will be cooperating fully with all concerned to help identify the
facilities desired at the new centre. To this end, the next PPG meeting on 2R October
will be the first of several devoted entirely to discuss ing and documenting the
requirement and concerns of members. All members of the public are invited to
attend these forthcoming meeting s at 7.30 pm in St Cccilia's Church or to write to
the Chairman at 24 Tudor Way. Dersingham PE3! 6LX. (0 148554 1450).
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Burrel s.
Chartered Tautlon Ad\'I.'ienl

Chartered Accountants
Chartered Certified AccountanU

Rc~i!'lleretJ Auditors

We ore a local firm lpedalitin ~ in taulioll and financial matters
fur indivJduab and Inmiltes

Jubilee Dou sc.Jubll('(' Cou rt . Deningham. PEJI 61111

T~I : (01485) s.a0295
Fax: (01485)~'

t:-Mail : am·ice:i: hurrrl l.. demnn.co..llk
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Hedgerows
Enclosure. thol/ 'rt curse upon the land.

And tasteless was the wretch who thy existence planned. JoJII/ Ctare

The age of a hedgerow is related to the diversi ty of plants found growing within
it and can be estimated with a bit of simple mathematical jiggcry-pokcry, For some
Devon hedges. these calculations revea l ages that suggest they werc not planted but
may be actual remnants of the ancient wildwood - into which the fields were ca rved.
Stone walls in neighbouring Cornwall have similarly been dated to the Neolithic.
The hedgerows in this part of Norfolk - along with most of eastern England and the
Midlands - are not very species rich being mainly composed of thc ubiqu itous
hawthorn. This, and the characteristic straight narrow lanes with wide grass verges.
da tes our local hedges to the time of the Parliamentary Enclosure Acts - between
1750 and 1850. The dry stone walls of the Derbyshire and Yorkshire Dales also date
from this time. Some of these cross the fields in elongated S shapes - following
ancient plough furrows and fossilising the tracks of ploughmen and their oxen. Our
local hedgerows by contrast were planted in straight lines.

Rural England was changed profoundly by the Enclosure Acts as rich
landowners consolidated their holdings. The rural poor were fo rced off the land and
had to migrate to the expand ing industria l cities where they became - and still
remain - the urban poor.

Today. our hedgerows arc of benefit to wildlife in a number of ways. They
provide nesting sites for birds like the yellowhammer and whitethroat and plenty of
wintcrberries for flocks of redwings and ficld farcs. The verges protect wildflower
species that would not be able 10 survive in the intensively managed arable fields.
They also create wildli fe corridors. allowing species to move between different
habitats. But-like all change - there are winners and losers. Some bird species. such
as skylarks and lapwings. will only nest in wide-open spaces and the planting of
hedgerows would have reduced their numbers considerably. Perhaps the most
dramatic bird that used to inhabit the open landscape of medieval England was the
great bustard. The last British great bustard was shot near Dersingham. Shooting is
normally given as the reason for their extinction but habitat loss was also likely to
have been important. It is no coincidence that the latest attempt 10 reintroduce the
great bustard is taking place on Salisbury Plain. This is a landscape that probably
resembles pre-enclosure Norfolk.

Conservationis ts have even been known to advoca te the removal of certain
hedgerows. This is most often done on lowland wet grass land where hedges provide
a conve nient perch to r predatory crows on the look out for the chicks of lapwings
and other ground nesting birds.

The lush ancient hedgerows of the west country are national treasures and
should be preserved at all cost. Our local hedgerows are less important but they do
more good than harm - hedgerows across wet gr asslands do more harm than good.

Davia Bing ham
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DERSINGHAM MOTOR GROUP
Richard Farrow

OtTcrin{! all aspects (I f !>t:n. ice to the car owner
Cu, Sflln. - Srn>;cinx - Rrf"lin - Bmi)" Rrf'llin - .\lOTS - 1j,,.rf • EX. II,o h . Bll n r rin

:-.Icw anti Used Ca r Part s lmAll Mod els Car Cot lecncn.Dclivcry Service

Hill House Farm. Mill Road. Dcrsingham. King's Lynn PE31 6HY
Tel: 01485 543543 Partsune: 01485 540400

E~mail : dcrsmotors~aol.com

er.co~

"'"'.>n fIitJ1I!f'
C~noll ' . BT

IIXX~
Pfinter-c ertrtdg",&'Consu mables-'

Support·.·L oc.I-B u$ ln'$$!·~1553-842276-..I.!.@ ccb

DISCOUNTED Comoeter Consumables-- -For your Pnnter.
Fax,and Computer -AI products @w ww .pccbuyer.com1
~

LE~"~~EPSON' ~~.

Carpet·Fitting·Service
SUPPlIERS OF QUALITY

CARPETS AND UNDERLAYS

TEL JOHN TAYLOR
01485 544419

or 07889 403878

Top Brand Name Computers
and Accessories

In-Car GPS Navigation Systems
Upgrade$ and Repan

Intemet and Email
Conven lenl Home Visits

Tel: 01485 520905
Mob: 07714465076

HOME SelECTION SERVICE
Estimating · Plan ning & Filting Servioe
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Greenish Fingers' Garden Notebook
July to Early Septem ber

I July. I sat among our blossoming shrubs. watching blue-tits swing in the ' tree '
cotoncaster, When they'd gone I spotted a bird I didn't
recognise. Rarely still. it darted from branch to branch. I
crept away to fetch the binoculars and watched it from i t

distance. I consulted our bird books: it was probably a
garden warbler. Apparently. despite its name. the garden
warbler doesn't often visit gardens; but it filled the
description and photographs. So there if seemed to be.
flitting about. voraciously devouring insects within two

metres of me. Later I watched a sparrow hawk flap and glide, flap and glide. It took a
45-degree fast drop to the south and I was glad for our small birds. We have found
too many telltale piles of feathers under the old apple tree. a favourite 'p lucking' spot
of hawks.

Last year, mid-July was hot: we welcomed hoverflies. honey and bumble bees. red
admirals. gatekeepers. painted ladies. peacocks and blues. This year a few have
visited us: gatekeepers and torroiscshclls. i t comma. a speckled wood. Now. in early
September. red admirals are turning up in the orchard. drawn to the fallen plums like
moths to a lamp. I leave some juicy. rotting plums at the foot of the Victoria. A
butterfly arrives. Its colours arc very new, pristine. It lands on the tree trunk. half a
metre from the ground. and then. on dainty legs, it picks its way delicately through
the fissures of the bark until it's a few centimetres from the fruit. A flutter down. And
out rolls the proboscis! It is as greedily absorbed as the warbler was. A wasp
investigates. and then decides to forage elsewhere.

Floods came later in July, Our peaches began to rot. though we rescued about half.
The sun camc out and with it the speckled wood. exploring the flowers of the large
lIebe . And then a comma. and two tonoiseshclls. We keep a small patch of stinging
nettles for the caterpillars of the tortoiseshell and red admiral. My butterfly book"
says, "the red admiral female lays its eggs singly on the leaves ofthe stinging nettle
...The caterpillar feeds singly inside a protective tent of leaves. held together with
silk. The chrysalis is grey-brown with shining golden spots. suspended from the
underside of the leaf ..,"

And this is what it says about the small tortoiseshell (the large tortoiseshell is very
rare in Britain): "eggs are laid in batches on underside of young leaves ... The
caterpillar feeds only on stinging nettles: caterpillars live in a communal silken web
up to the last moult, and thereafter live singly: suspended chrysalis grey-brown with
shining golden spots. often formed at some distance from the food plant and attached
to a plant stem." lIow privileged we arc. \0 have such little miracles taking place
around us.. .I'm 011" now to stake up the nettles and havc a cautious peep ...
" Buncrtlres & Moths of Britai n & Europe . I t Hcffman & T.Marklanner. \Col1ins Nature Guide s pb. £7.9'1)
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The Oldest House in the Village
by Elizabeth Fiddi ek

I was recently asked if I knew which was the oldest house in the village. A
document of 1672 concerning the collection of the Hearth Tax of2/· for each hearth
records 73 houses in the village. At that time the villagers lived in cottages along
the present Chapel Road and Manor Road. There were clusters of cottages around
the site of Gelham Manor (The Drift), Pakenham Manor (The Community Centre)
Doddshill and Fern Hill. There were about 12 larger cottages standing on the sites
of village farms. Our oldest house must be somewhere among these. Gelham Manor
House at the end of the Drili and Pakenham Manor which stood next to the old
village school no longer exist. One of the largest houses at that lime would have
been the Pelf's "enchanted Mansion" built in the 1550s in the pastures behind the
present Institute. Sadly only the moat is now left to show its position. The Polls, a
wealthy family who made their money in the wool trade, also built Dersingham Hall
as a family home. Most reports put the date of its building as 1670-71. However a
house was being built at an earlier date as in his will of 1619 Thomas Pell wrote, '"
give UIlfO lily uephe ..... John Pell, all the stuffe, us timber: s tolle. tyme, brick, tyte.
deale and all other provisions for the building tha t is within the house of my now
huilding or ill and about the grounds belonging 10 the said hous e. .. So were parts of
the Hall started before 1670?

Close by is The Feathers. Accounts I have read suggest this was once a Manor
House built about 1643.

One other Manor House is still standing. Westball Manor in Manor Road still
looks over to The Wash. The records for this Manor go back to the 13th century at
least but accounts suggest the present dwelling was built in 1671. At some point it
became the village Workhouse until the new Poor Law Unions were formed in 1835
and the large Workhouse was built at Docking

In Centre Vale the old farmhouse is still standing. The Tithe Schedule of 1839
records Jonathan Jackson living here in a House with Yard and garden but the
premises predate the schedule. The present owner has told me that under the tiled
roof some of the original thatch remains.

But now let' s consider the smaller COllages or houses that stand in Manor Road
and Chapel Road. At the bottom of Sandringham Hill is the large shop that was once
Parker 's Stores. The smaller part on the right is much older than the large extension
added later. The oldest gravestone in the churchyard is that of Sarah and Thomas
Fitlin. She died in 1686 aged 33 and Thomas died aged "about 39 years". They ran
a grocery business here.

The back of The Coach and Horses is ob.... iously much older than the large
extension in the front.

As you walk down Manor Road towards the Main Road the Tithe Map ( 1839)
shows the land on the left to be Rice's Common with no buildings there. The row of
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couages at right angles to Manor Road near Heath Road and kno .....n as Asker 's Row
arc clearly of great age and have been well restored in recent limes . Clm.e by a more
mode m house has been addt.-d to a much older cottage at the rear. At the botto m of
Beech Drift is a lovely cars tone co ttage that to my eyes is a co ntender.

The re are several cottages in Chapel Road that shoulJ be co nsidered . Walking
from the Main Road the lithe map ( 1839) sho.....s only one dwelling on the right
Thai is the collage facing Fern Hill. Thi s is now one dwclling but used to be several
small linked collages . The fi rst row of cottages on the IcO has surely stood in Chapel
Road for centuries . There are others further along that lOCCm of a similar age . They
feature on all the o ld mars that I have SCC1l. The large house opposi te the Libra ry has
clear ly some older parts. However this was the area whe re: the Mahhouse used. 10

stand . 11 was known as Maltbouse Yard. but the original buildings bave gone. The
front of the long Collage next to Red Pumps ga rage shows clearly the al terations
made over the years since it served as a village shop and at one time a Post Office.
On a small map of In othere are buildings clearly marked where Lane End now
stands at the bottom of Sugar Lane. They would seem to he separate dwellings
rather than one large house. BUI a close look ar the House shows where al terations
and addi lions have been made. There is a very sma ll house here a t right angles 10 the
road. which is all tha t remains of a ro..... of cottages that stood nearby. I was once told
it used 10 he a sta ble.

Doddshill is one place in the village that has retained its name through the
centuries . Evidence oh -cry early occupation has been found here . Mrs. Stockley 's
lovely house mus t be a contender although I be lieve it too has been considera bly
altered over the yean. Perhaps she can tel l us more .

Finally there are: four collages oppos ite Hudgens. Two are clearly much older and
since they are opposite the site of the orig inal Dun Cow Farm, a 10\"c1y carstone
build ing sad ly demolished in the: 19305 I offer them as poss ible contenders. So we
need any information or deeds that anyone has 10 sett le the quest ion . I have proposed
a few' contenders but which is the oldest house in the: \'illage?

Al fresco Dining
Military Style

This photograph should bring back memories
10 many former Norfolk Arm y Cadets who
we rc members o f (he Sandrin gh am
Detachmen t based at Ders ingham's Drill Hall
in Dodds tnu Road between 1969 and 198$.
It shows 2nd Lieutenant George Pran (right)
preparing an al fresco meal at the lime when
he was adult instructor 10 the unit. Also in
the pi c tu re is Georg e 's son , Will iam.
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Garden Centre & Coffee Shop
www.thaxters.co.uk

~ Keep it Local
Tol: 01411S !l40224

Food-To-Go ordor lino: 01485543593

• Hot food to take away
• Sandwiches and Baguettes
• News and Magazines

SPA R

...
\ ~,:"...: ".

. . .

Tel: 01485 541514

• Lottery
• Fresh local Fruit and Veg
• E-top up for your mobile

Open 7 om - 10 pm 7 day.

HTA National
Garden Gift
Tokens

O ne of t he fine :ot ae le c t io M of Italian and D utch Nun~c r.!:t etoc], in WC :it N o rfulL

Large .elect ion of co mpo . h . ga rden orna lllcnh an d much e c ee,

Open 8 om -8 pm 7 day.

•Caffee Shap
Tel : 01485 545105

,
~~Iiii:. :.-,.
)vliy not com~ anare fax after you MV#!ftntsfiulyour v isit to the
Garden Centre or Suyermariet ana try one of our renowned"
name-made caies or scones or come anahave your £Uncftfrom OUT

seu.ctlon of Bome mad'e dlsftes oftfte " y.
Open 10 om - 5 pm 7 day.
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DIARY OF NOTIFIED EVENTS
Full details c r scme of these events l' i11 he found Inside this mll~llILinl'

lIa, (hIt' \ Ic>n lh n mt' h t'nl

Th" 21 Do tkningham School. Fint n ay of ll al rTerm
Mun " Od ' pm Oc:rsingham Pari. hCoon~ i l Full Couocil Mcd inll lnfant Schuol
Th" " Do 2.30-3.30 Dt.-ningham Libntry ' Sl'ooky Shlfies' lihrary
fo " l lct 10- 12 noon Norfolk Cuns lallulary "'1I>bi lc Pnllce Sb li" n Ru<lgens Car Palk
M"" I ,~ DcNingham School. Scl.oo ls Reopen
So, b No,' 1.30 I'm St Nichola..C hurt h Banllcn.lkans &: Ik e ' lc.. Church ll a ll
T~

,
N~ Dcrsingham Libntry Food F()fInighl llhrary

Wo! 10 No\' VillageVo1l:c Ik a,Jllm: for w py Pan,h Couocil
Olli cc

f ri " No,' 1O- 121100n N....folk Cunsl allulary "'hlbilc Police Station Hu<lgens Car Park
M"" zv N~ ' pm lkoiingh:lm Parn hCoon~ i l Full Council Meeting Infant School
Wo! 8 Dcc Village Voice Puhhcatien date Cmzcn Ncwspapo:t
fo 17 Dec Ocrs ingham Schools Last Day of Tcnn

111'1('0 :\l ar ie J ord an
married

(C har les) Simon Scott
a t St Nichola'i C hurch

on 31 Jul)' 200.4
lI c1om·s morh.,..... Kathy Jordan.

a rcgular eonlributuf to Ihis magal inc: ,
wrule Ihls poem f'" Ihe cn 'n t

IMPACT
KlJfhy J",.Ja" 0 JU!I' 1004

York never k~ what hit it.
When ' lIel· and Sift\(lIl went to lown,

City walls and Monk Bar tre mbled,
As Clifford ·, Tower fell downl!

Binn ingham·s Spaghetti Juncnoe.
AIft\(..llangled to a ,101',

··We' ll gi\'e ' Brum rh'e·', they chorused.
Murn;hing Houm\'ille d l<x! !

41

SI Ben buued in it. bnnnd .
'O ld man C'lIlis" lIl· werugrey,

PourW"rd., w'unh l....t his daffodils.
Wirnlcnnere wu wa, hed aw~y ! !

Fngrantln cn<ler w'a' nallened ,
lI un, tanhm fel l inlo the sea.

Even Cromcr cmt'.< «:treated ,
Wuh n"ne left fur Ihe if In !!

Sruke's l", neTicswere shallen:d,
ThenSlune 's cana l ran dry.

As beerand wine " " wed Ireely,
At lhe langlry Pub nearbyl!

May they <Iri nk the , wee":,,1n~'Ctar1
And I~ ,t e the fruus o f hfe .

So l h i ~ 'N urfulk Dumpling'
And ' F umberland Sausage ' .

M~ke the idea l man and ...ife!!



Dark Side Technologies Lld
UnW: 4. Hill HOU N Fann. Mill Road. Dersingham. Not1olk. PE3, 6HY
TeI: 01485 544546 Fall: 543964 E~II : UlHOH-t.co.uk . _ .H -t.co .uk

GBROADBAND
- - - - - \'\O'1'l .

• VeryHtgh Speed - up to 4 limes 1os1. downlooding thcmnormol
AOSl. Broodband ond 40 limes Iosler thon modem
Send'r"l9 speed up to 12 limItS la 51er lhen AD5l.

• 20 mb web~bn9 • 20 mb CfO(liI spoce !lObaxe'IJ
• ( -ma~ Anb Virus Pl'olecl lOO ond FIfflW(II$ prcJYided
• Low cosl l'lelpdesk prcMded Iocolly

WNCB.net
Unit 4, Hil House Form.
M1. Rood.~

Norfonl. PUl6HY
Tel: 01485 ' 400 11 FOlC 543964

_ .wncb .net

Royal Sand ringha m Estate Sawmill
Sandringham Sawmill. Sandringham. Norfolk

••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••• •• •
• RA:\G E OF III G" Q UALITY •
: ~5 mm T HIC K LOG CA BI1'iS :
• IDEAL FO R A:\Y RACK GARIJEN •• •• •• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
DECK IKG TABLE & Cl lAIRS BIRD TABLES TRELLIS

PANELS FLOW ER BOXES l OG ROLLS GATES

ALL TIMBERS ARE PRESSURE TREATEO

WE ALSO SELL:

FENCING PANELS RUSTIC PULES ARCli ES MACHINED POLES

01485 543641 FAX 01485 543239
(WEN 0730 C LOSE 1600 IIRS SAT OSOO CLOSE I:!(K) HRS
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Everyone's a Winner in th e
Village Voice Holiday Prize Competition
Dill' to thefact thutwe received only two entries '

A £20 voucher for a meal for two at the Feathers Hotel for the only BOHI,vG
postcard of tire season received goes to Mr 0 Staples, who scm in a yellow postcard
wtih the words 'R out of 10 postcards mention the weather".

There is no runn er-up 10receive a box of chocolates supplied by Dersingham
Post Office

A £10 voucher 10 use at Thaxtcr' s Garden Centre goes 10 Alcx and Alan Polainc.
the senders of the flnl)' pt1.\'tmrd which H'a.\' sent f ro m the f urthest paint[m ill
Dersin!: lwlIl , that being St Kilda in the Orkneys.

When is a Village Not a Village?
We are plea sed 10 hear the West Norfolk villages, Cleuchwarton. west Winch and

Castle Rising, have been granted village status by the NHS Phar macy Dispensing
Committee. who were asked In adjudicate for or against an argument by the Norfolk
Local Pharmaceutical Committee that they should no longer be classified as villages
because (hey have amenities Slid , ax street Jig ,,, i"g and pUI'(' lIl elltv, and because
m(nl resident... travel into neighbouring IoH'II." such a." I\;/lK:" L)'1I11 [or xllllpp iJ' !:
atld work .

If these were the criteria for identifying built-up areas as rural villages where
would it have left other villages such as ours?

This matter came into question utter the Gayton Road Health Centre had asked
for permission to dispense medicines to patients from the villages mentioned.

St George's 'Eco Gang'
What a pleasure it is 10 drive through Snettishum and IQ see the results of live

months of effort by three twelve-year old pupils of Dcrsiugham"s St George's School.
A corner plot, adjacent to the bridge on the outskirts of the village has been

transformed by these youngsters. from an eyesore where a tree had fallen during
storms. IQ a beauty spot for the benefit of the community. featuring plants, shrubs
and a bench seal, which have been dona ted by lncal businesses. with assistance from
Sncttisham Parish Council.

Holly Smith. Thomas Pitkin and Thomas Pcarcc became mnners-up in a
competition against 66 other county groups who were challenged with undertaking a
community-based project , the event having been organised by Norfolk Police 's
Partners Against Crime Taskfor mcc (PACT).

It is a real joy 10be able to report on the wonderful efforts made by some young
people to put something into the community. albeit in another village. rather than
the negative comments, which are often made about this age group.
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Station Road
Docki ng
TcI: 0 1485 5 18538

T he Old Far mhouse

-J
Licensed
Restaurant

Winter Opening Hours
Monday-Tuesday 6 pm l ast meal 9 pm

Steak Nites - a prime Hoz steak w ith all the trimmings for jus..l (5
Friday-Saturday 6 pm Last meal 9 pm

6 .", steaks from [ 4.95

Sunday 12 noon - :!.30 pm
z-course Sunday Roast @ £8.95. Senior Citizl'ns @; [ 5.95

Chri\Ima,\ hlltlli.ing .\"n tH.. being tok en

S8ndrlnOam Windows
Mediterranean

Alean-Io g.rd." room or .un lounge 11 probab ly
the ...inl Wrj 10 tell ..... ttIe con' erYatorydrNm

'»i rtarianI ~l"4rb,an
~'" \ h non an (:ontrrtl&l:ot! • dU 'leal en;ll'b

hrtlllTtl ramplrcr lp a~qJlablt tl'I ,U!t aU bou" .1JP{rt

ad nadablt In . ubt r. nlP' lJf banatton.

61 Manor Road. Dersingham. King's Lynn
reI: 01485 544488

r;:;::;:-, _~,co. lAl

~ F"1"lIr'IC* autlJ«:I to~
Reg No , S3e3 'o'Y\'lIe'l en~

Dersingham News
25 lIun..tanto n Road , lJt" rsin~ham

We offer a large se lection of greeting cards
Newly extended range of magazines

Confectionery Tobacco - National Lottery & Instants - Phone Card Top-up
Photocopying & Faxing Scr-..ice - Leaflet Distribution - Pocket Money Toys

Dry Cleani ng Agency
and so much more ...
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Letters to th e Editor
The Editor I,as received the fil l1mt'in/: letter (name and adJre.\.\· ,\ uppliedJ:

In yuur recent art icle on Dcrsingham Youth and Community Centre there were
some errors which I would like to rectify. I am afraid that I cannot date each change
precisely but I will do my bes t.

When the Public Elementary School was built it taught all ages from 5 years up to
schoolleaving age. (This varied from 13 yrs- IS yrs and was not VCI)' strictly
applied) (her the years the school became short of space and the Drill flail on
Dodd,..hill Road. and the sma ll room opposite (in the Feathers ' Ca r Park ) were both
used at varyi ng times for schoo l activities.

By the 1930's it was evident that larger premises were needed and St George's
Secondary Schoo l was bui lt. Th is war.. due 10 open in 1939 but it was requisitioned by
the anny and used to billet soldiers during the war. When the war ended the schoo l
opened. this was around 1946. The Youth and Community Centre then bec ame
Dcrsingham VC Junior Schoo l and deal t with children 5 yrs · 11+ yrs and SI
Geo rge 's was a Secondary Modern School. tak ing children from 11+ · 15 yrs.

Things continued like this for some yea rs. Eventually it was round that the Junior
Schoo l. (or the Bottom Schoo l as it was known locally ), was too small and
increasingly outd ated and inconvenient. They then buil t a new schoo l near the
surgery which we now know as IhL' Dcrsingham First and Nursery Schoo l. Th is ran
alongside the Bottom Schoo l for a whil e. The next big cha nge ca me when SI
George's Schoo l became a middle schoo l and the Bottom School became the Youth
and Co mmunity Centre . Thi s hap pened aro und 19 RO, I cannot be more precise with
this date as the re were so many changes and things bein g phased in and out that the
lines are blurred .

The last headmaster o f the Bottom schoo l was Ted Shawl. He was a really caring
hcadm a..ter and well liked , lie has since died. I hope this makes a cleare r picture of
the life of the Youth and Co mmunity Centre.

Power, Prais e & Healing Celebration

with " T he Breakt hrough Tea m"
Irom h.': ingts Lynn C h r istian Fellowship

Sunday 3 October at 6 .30 pm • 7.30 pm at Dcrsing ham First School

Come and experience what God can du

Prayer for healing avai lable

Everyone welcome

For furth er informa tion contact 0 1553 7663 33
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Bob Tipling
Tony Bubb
Slella Ca unt

Advertising in Vill age Voice
The Editoria l Team wou ld like to thank all of those who so generously support

ou r magazine by placing ad vert isements in it. for without the inco me so generated
there would he a possib ility of the publication ceasing (0 ex ist. With this in mind it
would he helpful if you were to support those who do advertise. and 10 then let them
know that you used their services because you saw their promotion in our magazine.

For I~ readers who perha ps prov ide a local service but who do nOI currently
advert ise with us. you may consider a fee of £ 12 for a sixth of 3 pa}!t: (up to £50 for a
full J\3}!e) per issue. to be yel)· cos t effective.

Advertisements for tnetusfun in the next newsletter should be in the hands of
the Parish Clerk. Dcrsingham Parish Cou ncil. The Pol ice Station, Manor Road.
Dcrstngbem PE3 1 6LH h~ Wedneltod ll ~ 10 xovember 200-1. Enquiries regard ing
advertisements may be made by ca lling 0 1-1 1<5 5-1 1-165 .

.·\ r tich.'s for publication in th l' Xevember/Oecember ('dilion of \'iII a~l" vetce
must reach (he ed itor at 45 Queen Elizabe th Drive. Dcrsin gharn. before the dead line
da te uf W('dnl'~da~ 10 Nov ember 2UO-l for publication on '\'t'dnl'~da )' H
December 200-1. (Contr ibutors who arc promoting events should take note of this
earliest date of publicati on).

It must be pointed out that the edito r encourages co ntributions hut reserves the
right 10 amend and edit as necessary. Any cont ributions received will he accep ted on
the understanding that. unless a specific request is made thal names. addresses. e ll'

arc nut used. these may he included in the publication and may be main tained on the
Parish Cou ncil's database.

Due to lirninnions on spacc it is possible that some items received may not be
published. or may be held for publication at a later date. Cont ributors should a lso be
aware that published material might appt:ar on the Parish Cou ncil's lntcmer web
site.

The editor does 001 nece ssarily agree with opinions that arc expressed, or the
accu racy of statements made. by contributors 10 the village voice.

\ l l1a ~t" voice is the bi-month ly m ag azin e of Dcrst ngharnParish Co unci l
The Prod uction Team consists of:

Editor:
' In-house" Photograp her and Illustrations Editor:
Layout An ist and IT Techn ical Consultant :

" Editor: a person employed hy a newspaper. whose business it
is tll separate the wheat [nun the chaff and tn sec that the

chaff is primed,"
EdnmnJ ttovte (l1}/4)
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